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A EUROPEAN TALE... ONCE UPON A TIME…
CYPRUS:  YEAR 2009… 2030… 2031

Preamble:  “Voice of the Lord upon the waters.  There is an island”, as Aeschylus wrote in his tragedy “Persians”.  The name is Cyprus.  Year 2009.  Her inhabitants, basically hail from two ethnic origins, Greek and Turkish.  For the past 50 years they have been unable to reach an understanding between them on major issues.  In 1960 they worked together and they established a Republic, but none of them really believed in it.  Since then they are at odds with each other.  They have both committed faults and sins, but each community tends to recognize solely the faults and sins of the other community.  There was a total collapse in 1974.  A Greek coup d’etat.  A horrendous Turkish invasion and occupation.  In 2008/2009 the sixteenth effort for a solution takes place.  The prevailing conditions are difficult, much more intractable than ever before.  There were some opportunities in the past, but they were left to evaporate….

Leaders Christofias and Talat are trying again.  The majority of the people however are apathetic, indifferent.  They are after wealth and material gains.  People are also scared of what may follow.  They do not know what a solution may bring about.  Monuments of nationalism, which distance the communities from each other, are built all over.  Huge flags, lit at night, statues.  Cyprus is full of symbols which divide rather than unite.  
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The views at the talks are already deep rooted.  The 35 years of occupation have solidified positions.  One side insists that all refugees should return to their homes.  The other side believes that after so many years such a right cannot apply in all cases.  One side claims that properties should go back to their owners.  The other side recognizes rights to those who have been in possession of the properties for many years as well.  One side feels unsafe if the Turkish guarantees remain in force.  The other side feels unsafe if the guarantees are obliterated.  One side insists that the Turkish settlers should depart.  The other side considers that this is not feasible.  The two sides differ on other major issues as well.  
We therefore assume that the talks fail.  The notion of partition, of the creation of two states, gradually prevails.  The well known dictum “we live on this side, they live on the other side” is widespread.  It is promoted directly and indirectly by political parties, organizations and by some media all over Cyprus (north and south).  They are after a “clean solution”, even if nobody dares negotiate or sign such an “ethnic-cleansing-solution”.  They do not know what this solution entails.  They will have the bitter taste later.

A few more years elapse.  In the south the Republic of Cyprus continues, as it was established back in 1960, with the Treaties, the Constitution and its laws.  In the north the “Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus”, which was declared in 1983, is gradually solidified.  It is not recognized, but it exists, with international trade, tourism, foreign investments and with a political personality in Europe, the United States, Russia, the 55-odd Islamic countries and elsewhere.        
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The European tale goes on…. More years elapse….. 2015…… 2020……. 2025……. 2030.

Greek Cypriot, Year 2030:  The situation in the south is not pleasant at all.  A number of Greek Cypriots chose already to emigrate to Greece and elsewhere.  They do not trust the turks in the north.  In the south there are 850,000 Greek Cypriots, 150,000 turkish Cypriots and 200,000 foreigners (legal and illegal).  The majority of the Turkish Cypriots moved gradually to the south.  They have the Cyprus nationality and they are consequently entitled to live in the Republic of Cyprus and enjoy the European Union benefits.  Ten years ago they claimed their properties and their rights under the Constitution and the laws of the Republic of Cyprus.  They took the stand that the “law of necessity” does not apply any more.  They got almost everything, despite some initial adverse reactions on our part.  They resorted to the European Courts and furthermore Turkey as a guarantor power threatened to intervene in the south on the basis of the 1960 Treaties.   Things are really crazy.  In the north, the 37% of the Cyprus territory, there are more than 1,5 million Turks.  There are also some Turkish Cypriots.  In the south we have a Greek-turkish state based on the 1960 Constitution.  We already have a Turkish Cypriot vice-president with some veto rights (Articles 36 and 50 of the Constitution).  Three out of ten cabinet ministers are Turkish Cypriots (Article 46).  Also 30% of the members of the House of Representatives are Turkish Cypriots (Article 62(2)) with separate majority rights on certain issues (Article 78(2)).  We have Turkish Cypriot independent officers (Articles 112-121).  The government is also now implementing the provision about 30% of Turkish cypriots in the public service (Article 123(1)).  The Greek Cypriot refugees did not have their properties in the north returned to them and they continue their efforts in the European Court of Human Rights.  As I have said, things are crazy.  
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Turkish Cypriot, Year 2030:    I opted to live in the north on security grounds.  I mistrust the Greeks.  However we have amassed here 1.5 million Turks, according to press reports.  There are no sufficient jobs, but Turkey looks after us.  Turkey’s population exceeds 100 million.  Her political and economic position has been immensely strengthened  mainly on account of the oil and gas pipelines which cross her territory.  Turkey controls everything in the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, which has already been recognized by some Islamic and other countries.

Greek Cypriot, Year 2031:   I do not like the situation at all.  We have continuous Turkish threats.  Our Government was very badly pressured over the years and it consented to the opening of all chapters for the harmonization of Turkey  with the acquis communautaire.   However, it now justifiably reacts very strongly and has vetoed the accession of Turkey to the European Union, because of the overall situation.  Two days ago the bodies of five Turkish Cypriots, living in the south, were found.  They were murdered.  Turkey keeps threatening to intervene and protect the Turkish community.  Is it an act of Turkish provocation, which would bully us until we succumb to their demand for accession?  Shall we have a new aggression?  Greece has demanded a meeting of the Security Council and has promised support.  I do not know what I should believe.

Turkish Cypriot, Year 2031:   The crowds are boiling over here because of the murders.  I do not like the situation at all.  It looks as if war is in the wings, like in 1974.  Turkish Cypriots in the north are second class citizens in their own country.  Of course Turkey is right.  She cannot allow the Greeks to impede and block her European ambitions.  Besides, most of the European countries have always been in favour of Turkey.  Cyprus acceded to 
______________________________________________________________

Tel:+357 22 353811/2, +357 22 591900, Fax: +357 22 353100, P.O.Box 21700-1512 Nicosia
Email:  nicos@rolandis.com

NICOS A. ROLANDIS

POLITICAL BUREAU
Europe by mistake.  Anyway, why should my family, my children and myself be implicated in a war?  My father and my grandfather during the past 80 years have lived through political and military turmoil.  Enough is enough.

Epilogue:    So, once upon a time there was an island inhabited by Greeks and Turks.  In older days the island was known as “Sweet Land”, “the Island of love and Aphrodite”, “the Island of Saints”.  Not anymore.  Many problems have been piled up recently.  The failure to reach a solution to the Cyprus problem resulted in partition.  Partition ended up in a Greek-Turkish state in the south and a Turkish state in the north.  There is no stability, no peace.  And the question arises:  If we had a solution in 2009/2010, would peace embrace Cyprus?  

There is no easy answer to this question.  But I do believe that under certain circumstances, peace might certainly be achieved. 

If we all in this Land perceive that there are 193 countries on this planet and that in all these countries there are people of different religions, traditions and ethnic origins….. If we do realize that all these ethnic groups must live and create in unison …… If we also realize that, in parallel to its own rights, each group must cherish and protect the rights of all those who co-exists with it….. then, yes, peace will be generated and will exist.
If we cannot realize all the above, this country has no future, irrespective of whether we resolve the Cyprus problem or not.
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